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Connectedness in Christian Community
During Pastor Groce’s summer
sabbatical, member pastors of
St. Timothy are presiding at
worship,
and
also
guest
authoring the pastoral Tidings
column. For the month of August,
we welcome Sabbatical Pastor
John Swyers.
“I therefore a prisoner of the Lord,
beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to which you have been called,
with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing one another in
love, making every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace.” (Ephesians 4:1-2)
As a prison chaplain of 31 years, the
word prisoner naturally draws my
attention when it appears in
scripture.
When Paul identifies himself as a
prisoner — an inmate if you will — I
pay very close attention. I do have an
understanding of the context out of
which he writes, and the poignancy
of what he has to say in the prison
context understandably impacts me
in a special way.
The words from Ephesians 4:1-2 are
written by an inmate on death row
and in chains — what prison
personnel would call a maximumsecurity inmate. Paul’s freedom of
movement was severely hampered,

and of course the prison food probably
lousy. There is plenty about which to
complain in an environment that is
broken, dreary, and potentially very
depressing.
Yet, Paul does not seem to be
concerned about his surroundings but
instead writes intensely about the
maintaining of unity in the Body of
Christ.
His tone is upbeat and encouraging. He
is grounded in faith in the “one God and
Father of all who is above all, through
all, and in all,” but his words do not
reflect a “me and Jesus got our own
thing going” kind of thing. Paul is
actively and integrally involved and
connected to life in Christian
community, and the passion of his
writings expresses that connectedness
and concern even though he is
physically chained. His writings from
prison are filled not with despair, but
with hope.
In another letter, he shares his
thoughts with the Philippian church
when he says, “Rejoice in the Lord
always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The
Lord is near. Do not worry about
anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your

hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.” (Philippians 4:4-7)
We see other examples of an
intimate, passionate and concerned
connectedness to faith community
in his writings. We also see the
importance of the role that Timothy
played in assisting Paul in
maintaining this connectedness. He
personally attended to Paul in
prison and served as liaison to the
lives of congregations with whom
Paul was engaged.
We are then members of a body of
believers named for St. Timothy,
who in his own right was an
advocate of connectedness in
Christian community. We as a
congregation have engaged in a
significant building expansion and
now seek to continue to grow
toward becoming a body that
continues to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace in
the challenging days of the 21st
century.
We live in times filled with
brokenness, conflict & polarization,
when traditional values have often
been turned upside down. The
world sometimes seems to
maintain the climate and culture of
a gigantic prison.
(Continued on p. 2)
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You and I are called upon to follow the example of both St. Paul and St. Timothy. We are called upon to be church
and a beacon of light, showing forth the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace — even in the midst of a sometimes
cold and unresponsive world.
Since joining St. Timothy, I have experienced this connectedness in church community as never before, and I am
personally grateful for the gift of your presence in my life. Together let us continue to grow in faith and love.
In signing this contribution, I am aware of the presence of another Pastor John who is very important in the life of
this congregation. I serve as a pastoral caregiver for marginalized people in North Nashville. Some hold
membership in churches of other traditions. I don’t see my role in serving them as secondary, but instead as an
offering of another dimension of ministry. To them, I am kind of a “Pastor Too.” And so I simply sign off…
Grace and Peace,

Pastor John Too
Pastor John Too

Every Sunday
➢ Coffee & Fellowship in the Narthex
We continue in August what we began last month — coffee, goodies & fellowship
in the Narthex, both before & after the 10:30 am service (unless there’s a special
event going on either before or after the service that week).
Thanks to the Evangelism Committee for hosting during the month of July. During
August, the Executive Committee will host. Join us!
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Friday, August 10
➢ You’re Invited! Haitian Night Celebration @ Our Savior Lutheran in Nashville
From Denise Gudlin @ Trinity HOPE:
We would love to share our Trinity HOPE Haitian Night Celebration with everyone in your congregation.
Please help us get the word out that we are celebrating each of you and all of God's Blessings:

Sunday, August 12
➢ NEW Youth Program & Time
Beginning on August 12th, we’ll have Youth Group from noon to 1:30 pm every Sunday in the Youth
& Community Rooms (lunch is provided).
Come increase your faith, learn about many topics, support service projects, meet new friends, &
have loads of fun! Also, if you love to work with kids, please consider joining the Youth Committee!
We’re a fun committee, and we meet once each month for an hour. Join us!

Tuesday, August 14
➢ Bluebirds: A Reminder!
❖ Lunch at the Bavarian Bierhaus at Opry Mills Mall, 121 Opry Mills Drive, Suite 315
❖ Tuesday, August 14th at 12 noon
❖ Meet at the restaurant
Please RSVP to Marilyn Elbert at 615-712-5987 by Tuesday, August 7th.

Tuesday, August 21
➢
➢
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Missions Committee Update
Help Support Grace Place Ministries This Month — Urgent Needs for AUGUST!
Grace Place is a ministry right here in Hendersonville, TN that serves single mothers & their children who are
experiencing homelessness. Grace Place seeks to bridge the gap between existing community resources and fill
an enormous need for shelter & ongoing case management for these struggling families. Above all, Grace Place
is a place of sanctuary, opportunity, and hope.

Mark Your Calendars!
AUGUST Mission Committee Meeting

Each month, we ask Grace Place what the urgent needs of their
families are & include that item in the newsletter. We ask that
you prayerfully consider donating the “item of the month” —
a bin will be provided in the Narthex. For AUGUST, urgent
needs are as follows:

Join us for our next mission committee meeting
on Tuesday, August 21 at 6:30 pm. The meeting
will take place in the Community Room. All are
welcome as we work on plans for the remainder
of 2018!
We’ll be organizing & planning our newest
mission, the Sumner County Backpack
program, continuing to plan work on our
upcoming Trinity/HOPE dinner & auction
planned for November 11, & discussing a path
forward for the community garden!

AUGUST — URGENT NEEDS:
Baby wipes
Glass Cleaner
Bleach
Dish Sponges
Scrub Free Shower/Bathtub Cleaner
Walmart gift cards (any $ amt – even $10 or $20)

In addition, if you shop at Amazon online, consider starting
your shopping at Amazon Smile (https://smile.amazon.com)
and selecting Grace Place Ministries (Grace Place Ministry, Inc.) as your charity.

To find out more, visit the website: https://graceplaceministryinc.org

Please help the St. Paul Lutheran Church Feeding Ministry!
Many thanks to all of you who continue to donate regularly — your gifts are a blessing to this wonderful ministry,
and are much appreciated by Pastor John Swyers & his wife Elaine! Please consider donating regularly — every little
bit helps!
St. Paul Lutheran Church in downtown Nashville holds breakfast every Sunday morning for women and children
who reside in the Nashville Rescue Mission Family Shelter. Breakfast is served to 150+ women and children every
week.
Pastor John has provided a list of the supplies they need the most:
•
•
•
•
•
•

8 or 9” Chinet or Dixie plates
5 oz. Dixie juice cups
Reynolds Heavy Duty aluminum foil (18” wide)
White plastic forks
White plastic spoons
Toilet paper

•
•
•
•
•
•

Paper towels
Paper napkins (luncheon size)
30-gallon storage containers
Pine Sol cleaning solution
39-gallon heavy duty lawn and leaf bags
Dawn dishwashing detergent

Consider adding some of these items to your cart the next time you go shopping! There’s a bin in the Narthex for
donations. Or donate a Wal-Mart or Sam’s Club gift card to be used for the feeding program. Place gift cards in Box
200. This is an ongoing mission project for us, and is a wonderful way to help the hungry & homeless in our city!
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Stewardship at St. Timothy
This month’s focus is on Stewardship
and how an individual can become
involved in the St. Timothy program.
The definition of Stewardship being
time, talent, and treasure is the one we hear most often, and it does seem to be the
most universally accepted meaning. But hidden in those three words is another
statement, “inspire to get involved”.
Involvement can be with giving your time to a sponsored activity
at St. Timothy or serving on a committee. There are endless ways a
person can use time to benefit the Church.
If you have
use it! You may inspire those around you and the
Church will become the beneficiary.
The treasure part does make some uncomfortable. We are talking
money here and it is not a welcome subject. Look at it in this light—
Stewardship is not simply about giving to the Church. It is how we
manage our lives, and that includes giving back to God.
Our Stewardship Committee is always looking for individuals who
help inspire the congregation to get involved. Our committee
functions on the theory that no individual can lead a group
singlehandedly. We all have different gifts to contribute to the
whole. This is particularly true in a group meeting. Even if one
person happens to be the designated leader or chairperson, the
leadership of the group is a function of the entire group.

Mark Your Calendars!

AUGUST 21
Stewardship Committee Meeting
________________________________
Join us for our next Stewardship Committee
meeting on Tuesday, August 21 at 7:00 pm.
The meeting will take place in the Library.
We will be discussing and planning 2019
Stewardship strategy.
Can’t make the August meeting?
Stewardship meets the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm in the Library. Join us
and help guide our program.

Consider joining the St. Timothy Stewardship Committee. Your point of contact is Baker Kirkpatrick, phone number:
615-452-2903; e-mail: bpkirk@bellsouth.net, or any Stewardship Committee member.

.
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Wellness Group Update
The Tiny Tim Weight Loss challenge has concluded
and we have winners! We were all winners getting
healthier.
Biggest % of weight lost - Jim Dineen
Most Pounds lost - Trey Grant
Congratulations to all!

From the Miley family…
On behalf of the Miley Family, I would like to thank
everyone for their prayers, kind words, and beautiful
cards on the passing of our mother Barbara Miley. You
all have truly been a comfort to us.

(We will run another challenge beginning next
January)

Help Wanted:

Nursery Attendant!

Sincerely,

David Miley

The Learning Committee is accepting resumes &
cover letters for the position of NURSERY
ATTENDANT.

From the Drakes…
To our wonderful St. Timothy Family,
We could never thank you all enough for your loving
concern for us during this time of illness. You have
prayed for us, visited us, sent cards and fed us, all with
such compassion.
It is with a heavy heart that we face these days, but
knowing that you stand with us in such a manner makes
our journey easier.
Please continue to visit as this seems to brighten Don's
path. We thank God for each and every one of you.

The attendant will be on duty on Sunday mornings
from 9 am until noon in the church nursery.
The minimum age for this position is 18 years of age.
Pay is $10 per hour, with a minimum of 2 hours per
Sunday guaranteed if there happens to be no
children in the nursery for care on that Sunday.
Details — including a complete job description — are
available from the Education Office (Ginny Gauerke:
615-983-1645) or from anyone on the Learning
Committee.
Please pass this information on to anyone who may
be interested.

Don and Evelyn Drake

From Habitat for Humanity &
the Brindle family…
See page 7 of this issue for a thank you from Habitat
& the Brindle family!
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September 9: Rally Day & God’s Work-Our Hands Sunday
It promises to be a busy day … traditional faith formation classes
begin today, join us for a potluck following the 10:30 am worship
service, and then a free car wash from 12:30 until 2:00 pm. Something
for everyone!
Save the date!

September: Sumner County Backpack
Program — Stay Tuned for Details!
Did you know that food insecurity is an
issue right here in Sumner County? The Sumner County Board of Education, through a
grant from Second Harvest Food Bank, has several programs to aid both homeless and
disadvantaged students. The weekend food pack program provides food each Friday
through the school year, and includes individually portioned food items such as milk, fruit,
cereal, snacks and entrees. Right now, the program feeds about 200 students a week.
Even with the grant, the number of children needing assistance exceeds the funding.
Once a month, St. Tim’s will host a food-packing event to pack these bags for students
and then deliver them to the Sumner County Board of Education. We’ll also be asking you to sign up to bring a
items for the food bags through a new sign-up system called SignUp Genius. Stay tuned for more info — the
program starts in September! If you’re interested in participating, e-mail Carol Webster (cbwebster@comcast.net).

September 23: Oktoberfest @ Rockland Park
After the 10:30 am worship service, we’ll reconvene at Rockland Park.
Details to come in future issues of the Weekly Update & Tidings.

November 1-4: Lutheridge Quilting Bee Retreat
Registration is open for the Lutheridge Quilting Bee Retreat! November 1-4, 2018.
Join renowned teacher Holly Anderson for a weekend of stitching fun. Bring your own project
or create a wall-hanging of Holly's design. The retreat will include daily devotions, a Trunk
Show, Show & Tell, optional field trips to fabric stores, and the Folk Art Center. Bring friends
and make new ones!
For more info, go to this web page: https://www.lutheridge.org/non-summer-adults-family.

November 11: Trinity HOPE auction & lunch
Look for details in future issues of the Weekly Update & Tidings.

November 25: Red Cross Blood Drive
Thank you to everyone who donated at the Red Cross blood drive this past June!
We have one more blood drive scheduled for this year, so please mark your calendars and plan
to give! November 25, from 8 am until noon.
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~ Around St. Timothy ~
~ Youth Group Service Project: The Bridge Ministry ~

Shared on the St. Timothy Facebook discussion page:
The St. Timothy Youth Group traveled to downtown Nashville to help with
The Bridge Ministry. These folks are truly doing God's work: feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, love thy neighbor, share the gospel. Check out their
website: www.bridgeministry.org.
The guest speaker was from Broken Chains and Celebrate Recovery, and
shared his own testimony of homelessness, addiction, and incarceration, and
how he found his way out through developing a relationship with
God. www.brokenchainsjc.org.

~ Feathered Friends
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~ Vacation Bible School ~

Grace in all Things

10

St. Timothy Tidings

~ More Vacation Bible School ~
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~ Backpack Sunday ~

~ Feathered Friends ~

As part of the St. Timothy Hospitality Committee, the Dinner Angels
coordinate the provision of meals for those in need in our
congregation.
This service is intended to benefit individuals (and their families)
who have recently returned home following hospitalization, have
experienced a serious illness, have suffered the loss of a loved one,
or otherwise have special needs and might benefit from a Dinner
Angel meal.
If you are in need of a Dinner Angel (or know someone who is), contact Sally Kaler – who is overseeing
this effort. You may also contact Brenda Thompson @ the Church Office (615-824-6244 or
stinfo@sttimothyonline.org) – and Brenda will pass the information along to Sally.
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The Church Office will be closed from Monday, August 20
through Thursday, August 24 (and is always closed on Friday).
Though the Church Administrator cannot be reached during this
time, other church staff members will be monitoring the church
voicemail to follow up on any urgent messages.
Thank you!

August Church Calendar
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